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LOIS CONNER: PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHINA 
January 8 - March 6 , 1988 

The works of generations of Chinese landscape painters inspired 
photographer Lois Conner's platinum prints of 1984-85, approximately sixteen 
of which will be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from January 8 through 
March 6 , 1988 . 

Struck by the landscape painters' distinctive scenery and elongated 
formats, Conner obtained a grant from The Guggenheim Foundation to visit the 
People's Republic of China, traveling by bicycle in order to feel closer to 
the landscape she wished to photograph. From October 1984 to April 1985 , 
laden with forty-five pounds of equipment, she made photographs in several 
parts of China. She captured a distant view of the city of Beijing through 
foliage in Jingshan Park, faraway mountains with a garden in the foreground in 
Yangshuo in Guangxi province, and vertical views of rock formations— 
reminiscent of hanging scroll paintings— in which a close look reveals such 
details as steps carved into stone. The exquisitely printed black-and-white 
images in the exhibition, each measuring approximately 7 x 17 inches, were 
taken with a "banquet" camera— an old view camera that was used to photograph 
people at banquets— using film specially cut by Kodak, a combination that 
results in an almost panoramic, strongly horizontal or vertical view with 
seemingly limitless depth of field and tonal range, 

Conner has a B.F.A. in photography from the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, 
New York, and an M.F.A. in photography from Yale University, and teaches in 
New York. Lois Conner: Photographs of China was organized by Tom Hinson, 
curator of contemporary art at the Museum. 
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